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Welcome to the Blueprint 
Welcome to the 1st edition of the Study Legal English Teacher’s Blueprint, published 2018.  

This is an up-to-date blueprint for implementing a blended learning approach in your Legal English 

classes using the Study Legal English Podcast. This document contains practical exercises which 

should: 

• Get your students learning outside of class; and 

• Allow you to save time on lesson planning. 

You can tweak these exercises to fit your needs and you can use them with different podcasts and 

videos. Appendix 1 contains a list of resources I recommend. 

I was inspired to write this document after attending the brilliant Legal English Share & Gain Workshop 

in Suprasl, Poland, 6th-7th September 2018. Here, Legal English teachers shared practical exercises to 

use in Legal English teaching. Some of the activities I mention in this document are inspired by and 

adapted from these workshops.  

This blueprint is being presented at the EULETA Legal English Conference in Split, Croatia, 27th-29th 

September, 2018. 

Good luck using these exercises and send me your feedback to Louise@studylegalenglish.com. 

 

 

 

Louise Kulbicki 
 
 
www.studylegalenglish.com  
 
 
https://www.facebook.com/studylegaleng/  
 
 
https://twitter.com/legalenglisher/   
 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/louisekulbicki/  
 

You are permitted by the author to use and share all or part of this 

document provided you cite it as: “Louise Kulbicki, The Study Legal 

English Teacher’s Blueprint, 2018: http://bit.ly/SLE-Blueprint”. 

http://bit.ly/SLE-Blueprint
mailto:Louise@studylegalenglish.com
http://www.studylegalenglish.com/
https://www.facebook.com/studylegaleng/
https://twitter.com/legalenglisher#/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/louisekulbicki/
http://bit.ly/SLE-Blueprint
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What is the Study Legal English Podcast?  
The Study Legal English Podcast is a bit like a radio programme which is available online, all the time, 

on the website www.studylegalenglish.com and also on Spotify, iTunes and most podcast apps. Just 

search for ‘Study Legal English Podcast’ to find it.  

It’s aimed at teaching non-native speakers Legal English. There are regular episodes featuring 

dialogues, interviews, and articles, with both native and non-native English speakers.  I set it up in 

2017 because I wanted there to be a resource like this which I could use in my teaching and which 

could also be used by other teachers.  

The Study Legal English Podcast is free and doesn’t require any sign up or registration to use. There 

are some extra resources available to Podcast Pro (premium paying members) such as transcripts and 

quizzes, however, all the exercises in this document can be used completely for free using the free 

content. Find out about Podcast Pro Membership here: https://studylegalenglish.com/podcast-pro/.  

What is Blended Learning? 
Blended learning is an effective approach to learning which combines traditional classroom learning 

with online learning. One strategy used in blended learning is called ‘flipped classroom’ where the 

traditional roles of teacher and student are flipped.   

In a traditional model the teacher delivers the instructional content in class whilst the students 

passively listen. After class, students complete homework, implementing and practising what they 

learnt in class.   

Downsides are that students: 

• Don’t all learn at the same pace → disparity in learning abilities leads them to disengage, 

making your job harder. 

• Find being lectured at boring → this negatively impacts learning. 

• Who don’t understand classes are unable to complete homework → teacher’s expertise is not 

used to maximum effect. 

In flipped classroom, students learn most of the instructional content outside of class, through 

resources delivered online.  In class, students do active tasks where the teacher can support their 

learning.  

The benefits are that students: 

• Can learn the instructional content at their own pace at home. 

• Get to use smartphones, computers, YouTube, iTunes etc. outside of class. 

• Active learning in class is more effective.  

The benefits are that teachers: 

• Save time in lesson planning of instructional content. 

• Optimise their role in class using expertise to support students.  

Some of the exercises in this document make use of flipped classroom.  

http://bit.ly/SLE-Blueprint
http://www.studylegalenglish.com/
https://studylegalenglish.com/podcast-pro/
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Using the Study Legal English Courses 
If you visit https://studylegalenglish.com/podcast/ you can find all published podcast episodes. There 

are a range of subjects including the courts, judiciary and interviews with legal professionals. If you 

click on https://studylegalenglish.com/courses/ you can see that some of the episodes are grouped 

into courses. There are: 

• English Legal System (Module 1): Legal Profession: http://bit.ly/SLELegalProfessionals  

• English Legal System (Module 2): Sources of Law: http://bit.ly/SLESourcesLaw  

• English Legal System (Module 3): Courts and Tribunals: http://bit.ly/SLECourts  

• Networking for Lawyers: http://bit.ly/SLENetworking 

If you click on these you will see the episodes in this course. For example, in the English Legal System 
(Module 1): Legal Profession http://bit.ly/SLELegalProfessionals there are four episodes: 
 

• Episode 17: Barrister: https://studylegalenglish.com/episode17/ 

• Episode 18: Solicitor: https://studylegalenglish.com/episode18/  

• Episode 19: More Legal Careers: https://studylegalenglish.com/episode19/  

• Episode 20: A typical Day: https://studylegalenglish.com/episode20/ 
 

If you are teaching a course on the English Legal System you could set these as pre-class listening tasks 
for students or as revision material. This will enable students to study about the legal profession at 
their own pace. Then, in class there are a number of exercises you can do with the podcast episodes 
for your students to practise and test their knowledge.  

Exercise 1: Pre-Listening Exercises 
Overview 
This exercise is for students to do before they listen to the podcast episode.  It is useful for finding out 

what your students know already on a topic. This exercise is best if done in class and you can use any 

podcast episode. If done outside of class it should be tweaked, for example - students write their 

answers in a shared Google Doc which is then discussed in class. In this example I use: 

https://studylegalenglish.com/episode17/ 

Instructions 
1. Teacher writes down the title of the podcast on the board: “Legal Profession – The Barrister”. 

2. Students discuss questions with the person next to them, for example:  

• What information do you know about this topic?  

• What words/collocations do you know related to this topic?  

• What information do you expect to be in the episode?  

• Look at the episode picture at https://studylegalenglish.com/episode17/ – what can you 

see? 

3. Students must think of a debateable question related to this episode. For example: 

• Is a distinction between barrister and solicitor necessary? 

• Should barristers have different training to solicitors? 

• Should lawyers use legalese?  

4. Get students to debate their chosen question using phrases to practise expressing their 

opinions and using the vocabulary mentioned by the class. There are also phrases in Appendix 

2 of this handout.  

http://bit.ly/SLE-Blueprint
https://studylegalenglish.com/courses/
http://bit.ly/SLELegalProfessionals
http://bit.ly/SLESourcesLaw
http://bit.ly/SLECourts
http://bit.ly/SLENetworking
https://studylegalenglish.com/project/english-legal-system-module-1-legal-profession-course/
https://studylegalenglish.com/project/english-legal-system-module-1-legal-profession-course/
http://bit.ly/SLELegalProfessionals
https://studylegalenglish.com/episode17/
https://studylegalenglish.com/episode18/
https://studylegalenglish.com/episode19/
https://studylegalenglish.com/episode20/
https://studylegalenglish.com/episode17/
https://studylegalenglish.com/episode17/
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Exercise 2: Legal Professionals Role Play 1 
Overview 
This was inspired by Izabela Bakota’s session at Suprasl. It has been adapted to be used with the 

podcast.  

Instructions 
1. Teacher splits students into groups and assigns each group 1 podcast to listen to from the 

Legal Profession course http://bit.ly/SLELegalProfessionals, without letting the other groups 

know what each group has. Don’t use episode 20, this should be used in Exercise 3. The 

episodes to use are: 

• Episode 17: Barrister: https://studylegalenglish.com/episode17/ 

• Episode 18: Solicitor: https://studylegalenglish.com/episode18/  

• Episode 19: More Legal Careers: https://studylegalenglish.com/episode19/  

2. Outside of class, students listen to their podcast episode and work together to write down 

relevant points about their legal professional, including: 

• Where do they work? 

• What tasks do they do? 

• What key vocabulary is related to this profession? 

3. In class, students must describe or act out the legal professional they learnt about using 

relevant vocabulary.  

4. Other students can ask them questions and try to guess which legal professional they are. 

Notes 
Episode 19 contains many short descriptions of legal professionals.  Chapter markers on the website 
page in the podcast player can help you find the contents of the podcast episode. Click ‘show chapter 
markers’ on the right-hand side of the podcast player and you will see the timings of each part of the 
show.  It looks like this: 

 

Transcripts are normally a premium feature. However, some episodes including these ones in this 
exercise include the transcripts because these episodes feature extracts from online articles. The links 
to the articles read in these shows are given in the summary on the website episode page above the 
podcast player.  

http://bit.ly/SLE-Blueprint
https://studylegalenglish.com/project/english-legal-system-module-1-legal-profession-course/
http://bit.ly/SLELegalProfessionals
https://studylegalenglish.com/episode17/
https://studylegalenglish.com/episode18/
https://studylegalenglish.com/episode19/
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Different speeds are used in some of the podcast episodes. Some episodes contain fast and slow 
versions of dialogues or articles which you can assist students of different levels. You can find the fast 
and slow versions in the chapter markers, it will say something like ‘Fast article’ or ‘Slow article’.  
Vocabulary is given and explained with definitions and example sentences in some podcast episodes. 
Pay attention to this feature by checking the chapter markers. You can use these to test students. 

Exercise 3: Guess the Legal Profession Listening Exercise 
Overview 
This is a good follow on exercise from the previous exercise or if students are already familiar with the 

different jobs of legal professionals. It uses Episode 20: Legal Profession – A typical Day: 

https://studylegalenglish.com/episode20/.This episode includes different people describing their 

typical day without saying their job title. After each talk I recap what they have said and reveal the 

answer.  

Instructions 
1. Teacher plays an extract from Episode 20: Legal Profession – A typical Day. 

2. Students guess what job is being described. 

3. Teacher plays short section after where I reveal the answer and students check whether they 

were correct.  

Notes 
Speakers in this episode including the timings (remember you can always click on chapter markers): 

• Speaker 1: Paralegal (2:11) 

• Speaker 2: CILEX Legal Executive (4:07) 

• Speaker 3: Barrister’s Clerk (5:56) 

• Speaker 4: Solicitor (7:29) 

• Speaker 5: Barrister (10:18) 

• Speaker 6: Law student (13:05) 

 

http://bit.ly/SLE-Blueprint
https://studylegalenglish.com/episode20/
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Exercise 4: Legal Professionals Role Play 2 
Overview 
This exercise is about getting students to role play different scenarios. I recommend using episodes 
from Networking for Lawyers course: http://bit.ly/SLENetworking and role-playing scenarios which 
relate to the episode. In this example I use Episode 12 and other episodes I particularly recommend 
are listed: 

• Episode 2: Networking – Icebreakers: https://studylegalenglish.com/episode2 /  

• Episode 3: Networking – Small Talk 1: https://studylegalenglish.com/episode3/  

• Episode 4: Networking – Small Talk 2: https://studylegalenglish.com/episode4/  

• Episode 10: Networking – Follow up phone call 1: https://studylegalenglish.com/episode10/  

• Episode 11: Networking – Follow up phone call 2: https://studylegalenglish.com/episode11/  

• Episode 12: Networking – Follow up meeting: https://studylegalenglish.com/episode12/  
 

Instructions 
1. At home, students listen to Episode 12 and write down in a shared Google Doc the words and 

phrases used.  

2. In class, students work in pairs or groups role-playing a scenario of a meeting between a 

lawyer and a potential client, (or other legal professionals learnt about in previous episodes) 

using vocabulary from the episode and Appendix 3.  

Notes 
Some key phrases related to meetings is contained in Appendix 3 at the back of this document.   

Exercise 5: Writing an Email  
Overview 
This exercise uses Episode 9: Networking – Follow up email: https://studylegalenglish.com/episode9/  

which contains an example email, written by a lawyer to a person he met at a conference. The 

structure of emails is discussed and on the episode page there is a link to a free PDF downloadable 

guide on writing emails: http://bit.ly/sle-emails  

Instructions 
1. Students listen to Episode 9: Networking – Follow up email outside of class. 

2. Students write down the structure to use in an email mentioned in the podcast episode in a 

shared class Google Doc.  

3. Students write an email to someone they met at a conference using the structure they 

identified in the podcast and phrases used in the free PDF download. They paste their answers 

into a Google Doc which is discussed in class.  

Exercise 6: Transcription  
Overview 
This is a straightforward transcription exercise which is great for testing students’ listening and 

spelling. This exercise is best used with a podcast episode which uses an article as you will always find 

a link to the article read in the episode online, which you can use to check to see whether students’ 

transcriptions were correct or not.  

Instructions 
1. Teacher gives each student a different part of one podcast to listen to and transcribe. For 

example, student 1 (00:00:00-00:02:00) student 2 (00:02:00-00:04:00) student 3 (00:04:00-

00:06:00) etc.  

http://bit.ly/SLE-Blueprint
http://bit.ly/SLENetworking
https://studylegalenglish.com/episode2%20/
https://studylegalenglish.com/episode3/
https://studylegalenglish.com/episode4/
https://studylegalenglish.com/episode10/
https://studylegalenglish.com/episode11/
https://studylegalenglish.com/episode12/
https://studylegalenglish.com/episode9/
http://bit.ly/sle-emails
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2. At home students must listen to their part of the podcast and transcribe what they hear in 

English.  

3. Students paste their answer into a shared class Google Doc.  

4. In class students compare answers with the transcript and discuss key vocabulary.  

Exercise 7: Vocabulary Training Pair Work  
Overview 
This is a great exercise for testing students’ listening and for learning new vocabulary.  

Instructions 
1. Teacher splits class into pairs and assigns a podcast for class to listen to outside of class.  
2. Outside of class, students listen to the podcast episode and prepare 3 words with definitions 

to bring to class.  
3. In class, students practise this activity - Person 1 reads 1 word and definition at a time from 

his/her list and Person 2 must try to give an example sentence using this word. Continue until 
all 3 words are used up and then swap so that Person 2 is reading his/her words.  

4. Next, the pairs take turns to read only a definition from all the words they found whilst the 
other one guesses the word.  Continue until all words are used.  

Exercise 8: Vocabulary Tests 
Overview 
This is a short time-filler exercise for testing students’ listening and for learning new vocabulary. It 

uses the ‘vocabulary’ section contained in some podcasts. In these sections I read a word, followed by 

a definition and an example sentence. Use the chapter markers in the podcast player to help you find 

the vocabulary section.  In this example I use Episode 17 – Legal Profession – The Barrister:  

https://studylegalenglish.com/episode17/. 

Instructions 
1. Teacher plays the vocabulary section of the episode at 13:24. Pausing after each word and 

definition so that students can write down the word they hear and the definition.  

2. Students swap papers with person next to them and mark whilst teacher reads out answers. 

3. Students could write these words in a shared class Google Doc or using apps such as Quizlet 

or Memrise so that they can build vocabulary lists which will help them learn.  

Notes 
Please cite the Study Legal English Podcast and the episode you use if you build word lists using for 

example, Quizlet and Memrise. At Suprasl, Agnieszka Pawlikowska led a session on testing Legal 

English idioms using Quizlet, you can find a link to her word lists in Appendix 1.  

Exercise 9: Call My Bluff 
Overview 
This is a fun exercise for testing students’ listening and for learning new vocabulary.  This exercise was 

inspired by and has been adapted from Izabela Bakota’s session at Suprasl. A list of phrases students 

can use when reading out their words and definitions is contained in Appendix 4. 

Instructions 
1. Teacher splits students into groups of 3.  

2. Teacher gives each group 1 podcast episode to listen to at home and asks each pair or group 

to choose at least 1 word from the podcast which they think the rest of the class will not know 

the meaning of. 

http://bit.ly/SLE-Blueprint
https://studylegalenglish.com/episode17/
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3. Outside of class, the group works together and writes down 3 definitions; 1 true meaning and 

two false definitions and 3 example sentences. 

4. In class, each student in a group reads out one of the definitions and example sentences, trying 

to convince the class that their definition is correct.  

5. The other groups have to guess which definition is correct.  

Exercise 10: Presentations 
Overview 
This exercise was inspired by and has been adapted from Aleksandra Luczak’s session at Suprasl. It is 

good for testing students’ presentation skills.  

Instructions 
1. Teacher splits students into pairs or groups.  

2. Teacher gives each pair or group 1 podcast episode or part of a podcast episode to listen to. 

If groups use different podcast episodes they can be in a related topic, for example, all related 

to the legal profession -  http://bit.ly/SLELegalProfessionals. 

3. Outside of class, students must work together in their pairs or groups to listen to their episode 

and prepare a presentation about it. They could include: 

• Vocabulary contained in this podcast episode with definitions. 

• A summary of the content. 

• A quiz for the other students on the vocabulary. 

4. In class, students deliver their presentations. 

5. Each student in the audience must ask 1 question or give 1 comment about the presentation, 

for example, about what was good, or what could be improved. Example prompts are given 

in Appendix 5 inspired by Stepanka Bilova’s session at Suprasl. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/SLE-Blueprint
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Appendix 1: Helpful Free Resources  
Videos 

• http://bit.ly/WrittenLegalEnglish: videos on legal writing  

• http://bit.ly/MediationVideo: mediation video and study guide 

• https://craftycounsel.org/videos: short videos on legal topics e.g. Force Majeure, Rule of Law 

• http://bit.ly/UniDerbyLaw: YouTube videos on courts and court personnel 

• http://bit.ly/UKSupremeCourt: YouTube Channel featuring short videos on legal cases 

• https://legalenglish.hk/: Hong Kong based school with lots of videos  

• http://bit.ly/JudgeRinderVideos: short extracts of UK arbitration, styled as a court show 

Podcasts 

• https://lawschooltoolbox.com/podcast/: U.S. podcast on e.g. Legal writing, C.V., soft skills 

• https://studylegalenglish.com/podcast: UK podcast specifically for learning Legal English 

Other Resources 

• http://luczak.edu.pl/?page_id=57: list of helpful resources 

• http://bit.ly/ZeroPrep: Zero-Preparation Activities for ESP 

• https://pustulka.edu.pl/:Legal English tests  

• https://kahoot.it/: testing platform can be used with groups  

• https://quizlet.com/agnieszka2166/folders/: vocabulary lists    

• https://quizlet.com/aleksandraluczak/folders/: vocabulary lists    

 

Appendix 2: Exercise 1 - Phrases for Debates and Opinions 
Source: List adapted from Thomson, K. English for Meetings, Oxford University Press, 2007  
 

Interrupting 

• Sorry to interrupt, but I think that... 

• I'd like to make a point here, if I could…. 
Dealing with interruptions 

• Hold on a moment, please. 

• I’ll come back to you on your point in a 
moment. 

Asking for clarification 

• I'm not sure I understand your point…. 

• Do you mean that….?  
Asking for opinions 

• What do you think? 

• Do you agree? 
Giving a neutral opinion 

• I think that ... 

• In my opinion….? 
Giving a tentative opinion 

• It might be the case that….? 

• I tend to think that... 

Giving a strong opinion 

• I’m convinced that… 

• I’m absolutely certain that…. 
Strong agreement 

• You’re completely right.  

• I completely agree.  
Agreeing in a neutral way 

• I think you’re right.  

• I agree. 
Tentative or partial agreement 

• I agree to a certain extent.  

• I partially agree, but…. 
Neutral disagreement 

• I disagree. 

• I think you might be wrong there. 
Strong disagreement 

• No, I’m afraid your completely wrong 
on that point.  

• I completely disagree with you.  
 

http://bit.ly/SLE-Blueprint
http://luczak.edu.pl/?page_id=57
http://bit.ly/ZeroPrep
https://pustulka.edu.pl/
https://kahoot.it/
https://quizlet.com/agnieszka2166/folders/
https://quizlet.com/aleksandraluczak/folders/
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Appendix 3: Exercise 4 - Phrases for Meetings 
Source: List adapted from Thomson, K. English for Meetings, Oxford University Press, 2007  
 

Welcoming participants to a meeting 

• It’s nice to see you/everyone. 

• I'm glad you could (all) make it today. 

• Thank you for coming today.  
Saying who can't attend the meeting 

• I have apologies from [John and Sarah] 
who couldn’t come today.  

• [William] sends his apologies. He can’t 
make it today.  

• Unfortunately, [Caroline] has had to 
miss today’s meeting.  

Introducing participants at a meeting 

• Before we begin, can I introduce [John] 
to you all? [John] is [e.g.my colleague] 

• Does everyone know [William]? 

• This is [Sarah] one of our trainees.  

Asking participants to introduce themselves 

• First of all, can we please all introduce 
ourselves? 

• Could you tell us all who you are and 
say something about yourself? 

Giving details about yourself 

• Let me introduce myself. My name is 
[John] and I work at [John & John LLP] 

• Hi, I'm a [Partner at John & John LLP] 
I’ve been working there for [twenty 
years] and I specialise in [corporate 
law]. I’m based in our [London office].  

Stating what the meeting's about 

• We're meeting today to talk about ... 

• Our objective today is… 

• We'll be discussing... 
 

Appendix 4: Exercise 9 - Phrases for Call My Bluff  
Bluffing and convincing others 

• You heard [Anna’s] definition, but now you’ll hear the real definition…. 

• [Anna] gave a good definition, but I’m sure you’ll agree that my definition is the most 

convincing…. 

• Now for the true definition….. 

• The other two in my group gave good examples, but I think you’ll find that mine is the best.  

Appendix 5: Exercise 10 - Prompts for Questions and Comments 
Question Prompts  

• Can you explain about….. 

• What does [word/phrase] mean? 

• What did you mean when you said….? 

Comment Prompts 

• I really liked the part where you spoke about [e.g. the summary of the podcast] 

• I found the part about [e.g. the difference between similar words] really interesting.  

• I think you [e.g. presented/spoke/did your research] well.  

• It’s a pity that… 

• You could improve on…. 
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